




A Letter from Elizabeth

Greetings from Cherry Creek Now Magazine

This issue was a fun issue to put together, as 
not only is it a great time of year, but we 

have so many businesses in the Neighborhood 
celebrating milestone anniversaries. From Saks 
Galleries to John Atencio and Shaver Ramsey, 
these businesses have seen a lot of change 
and growth over the years. These plus many 
others that have been here for a long time, 
make up this exceptional neighborhood and 
helped shape Cherry Creek North into what 
it is today.

We also feature our beloved pets and how 
Cherry Creek caters to our four-legged friends. 
Some even have their “store mascots” greet 
people, like Riley at Eccentricity and Rita and 
Mojo at Oster Jewelers. And my favorite are the 
neighbors on their morning walk whose dogs 
know exactly which stores supply their daily 
treats. I was at J McLaughlin the other day and 
a black lab was not going to let his Dad forget 
that his treat was waiting for him.

We also covered recent fun events that have 
taken place in the Neighborhood which show-

cases some of the stores. From the designer 
night at The Brass Bed to the opening of the 
Cherry Creek Art Gallery inside Cherry Creek 
Framing, there is always something exciting 
happening. Please don’t forget to follow us at 
Cherrycreeknow.com for more happenings like 
restaurant specials, trunk shows, and special 
events. Cherry Creek North will again host the 
8th annual Food and Wine on Fillmore Plaza 
on August 13 and don’t forget the Art Feast on 
September 17th. For more detail about these 
and other events go to Cherrycreeknorth.com.

As we are all aware, Denver is one of the top 
cities in the country to live in and as the hustle 
and bustle of our surroundings grow, there is a 
sense of community in Cherry Creek North.

Congratulations to the businesses that are cel-
ebrating many years in the Neighborhood and 
we welcome the ones that have chosen Cherry 
Creek North to be their new home.

       Enjoy the Season!
       Elizabeth Hamilton, Publisher/Editor
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The Brass Bed-An Evening with Designers
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by Corinne Brown

At the young age of 24, Denise Kenny 
Snyder bought a women’s retail store 
in Larimer Square (then called Better 
Sweater, Etc.) Within a few years, she 
transformed the store into a full-service 
boutique with ready to wear, evening wear, 
jewelry, undergarments, shoes and a bridal 
salon. Styling women for more than 30 
years, Snyder is best known as Colorado’s 
original personal fashion stylist. Today, she 
is planning a complete redesign of Mariel, 
which includes a move a few doors down.

Mariel is moving to the corner of 3rd and 
Milwaukee and customers will be treated 
to an entirely new store front and interior. 
Snyder says, “The boutique will have a 
warm and inviting ambience.”

Even as construction continues for the new 
space, Mariel will be open in the current 
location and there will still be adequate 
parking behind the store. Design changes 
are in place for the new store. She says, “We 
are expanding evening wear and closing 
bridal.” The stunning new Mariel Boutique 
will still feature the ultimate in customer 
service and the unveiling is slated for the 
end of the year.

Dedicated to her business and having 
survived multiple economic downturns, 
and a move from Larimer Square to Cherry 
Creek, Mariel is one of the longest running 
full-service women’s clothing boutiques in 
Denver. Snyder looks forward to staying on 
3rd Avenue in Cherry Creek.

MARIEL BOUTIQUE
New location, Stunning look, Quality styling

Kathy Smith is a freelance writer and editor, who has 
been published in many local Denver magazines 
and frequently in the New West Publishing family of 
magazines.

by Kathy Smith

Photo by Stevie Crecelius
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Cherry Creek Art Gallery

Michel Parmigiani Watch Event at Oster Jewelers 

30 :: cherrycreeknow.com 



 cherrycreeknow.com :: 31  



32 :: cherrycreeknow.com 

Del Frisco’s Grille Rooftop Patio Opening

Photography by: Stefan Krusze
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Two Pals and a Pup

Two Pals and a Pup at 231 Clayton Street 

(303-350-4498), owned by Jen Newhouse, 

brings you personalized service and 

pet-friendly products. She also serves all 

natural baked goods, as Jen puts it, “for our 

four-legged friends and their two legged 

people.” 

Originally from Omaha, Jen left corpo-

rate life and pursued her love for animals 

and people by opening the store six years 

ago. She’s learned everything she needed 

to know about dogs from her own fuzzy 

bird dog, a pointer named Griffin, who                

often comes to work. He’s an excellent 

product tester and gives qualified advice  

by pointing to his favorites. 

In a compact 900 square feet, Jen caters to 

dogs and cats with highly selective invento-

ry, avoiding questionable imported nutrition 

and treats, and concentrating instead on US 

made products, plus some from Canada.  In 

addition to finding what you need on the 

shelves, Jen offers dog food delivery once 

a month. Blessed with a host of dedicated 

regulars, her customer base extends as far 

East as Byers, Colorado. Jen also offers cus-

tom birthday cakes for dogs (yummy, giant 

bone-shaped confections made on site for 

canine consumption) that her bone chew-

ing clients apparently think are the best!  A 

small business with a big heart, you’ll be 

sure to find new ways here to say “I love you” 

to your favorite pet. If you’re stuck for a gift 

for a pet-loving friend, purchase a gift card 

here instead. You can’t go wrong.

Chuck & Don’s

On the Boulevard (University that is), Chuck & Don’s is one 

of the country’s fastest growing, independent pet food and 

supplies retailer, with 33 locations in three states. Chuck & 

Don’s offers outstanding service (they 

even do carry-outs), knowledgeable and 

well-trained staff, and locally sponsored 

events and seminars. While based in 

Minnesota, Chuck & Don’s CEO Bob 

Hartzell is a Denver University grad, and 

its local buyer Jessica Rogers seems to 

know just what Coloradans want and 

need. You’ll find Chuck & Don’s Cherry 

Creek in the inviting strip mall just north 

of First Avenue, next to Enstroms’. Look for all your favorite 

high-quality pet food brands, toys made from recycled 

materials, leashes and other necessities. (720 496-2668) 

It’s not unusual to see a dog or two lounging under a table at a Cherry Creek Starbucks or restaurant   
patio. After all, urbanites often relax with pets in tow; its part of what makes the local lifestyle so interesting. 
But where do our animal-loving residents shop for their furry friends’ food, toys and other needs? 

Excellent providers are just a short trot in any direction, some even offering tail-wagging greeters. The 
Creek and its surrounding neighborhoods are well-equipped with some of the best independent and 
respected chain-store retailers in the country. You needn’t leave the hood to obtain your pet needs. 

For your
Premium Products

Pampered Pooch
(or Feline)

by Corinne Brown
Photo by Corinne Brown at Chewy’s Bonetique Photo compliments of Two Pals and a Pup

Jen Newhouse
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Chewy’s  Bonetique

Just minutes away, east of Cherry Creek in 

the Lowry Town Center, check out Chewy’s 

Bonetique, 200 Quebec Street. (303-344-2663). 

Owner Julie Neva has been making dogs and 

cats happy for 12 years, 

offering reliable, profes-

sional service, advice, 

and a variety of foods 

for every pet owner’s 

preference. 

Chewy was the name of 

Julie’s beloved Golden 

Retriever. She passed 

away six years ago. Her 

spirit abides, as does 

her beautiful portrait, now a part of the store’s 

identity. Julie keeps her spirit alive. “On behalf 

of all dogs, I insist on quality,” she said. “I look at 

the recall histories and seek smaller companies 

that emphasize quality and freshness, treats 

included. We even carry chicken feed. We stock 

US made food products, although some imports 

are from New Zealand.  When it comes to toys, 

we favor local products as well.” 

The shop specializes in fitting harnesses for 

dogs, especially the no-pull type, and are known 

for their amazing collection of collars and  

leashes too. They carry holistic remedies for 

joint pain and other ailments, and carry every-

thing from freeze dried dog food to packaged 

products to raw.  Best of all, they also offer do-it-

yourself or in-house bath and brush services. 

A dog friendly environment, pets and their 

owners often stroll by when the shop is closed. 

(“You can tell by the dog nose prints on the front 

door,” said Julie.) Meanwhile, “dog of the day” 

daily celebrations follow a national calendar 

featuring various breeds. If a dog comes in that 

matches that day’s featured breed, they get a 

special bakery cookie!  Who can blame them for 

frequent visits?  With knowledgeable employ-

ees, and generous support of charities like the 

Children’s Hospital Prescription Pet Program, 

(Wine and Wags), Julie Neva is a retailer to trust. 

Your Best Friend’s Friend Pet Care

Welcome Your Best Friend’s Friend Pet Care to 

Cherry Creek. Long a staple of suburban life, 

Janice Nickoloff’s proven business of 17 years 

in the Cherry Hills area has provided pet sitting, 

overnight pet watch, and walks for pets of all 

species. Featuring 

11 seasoned care 

giver/dogwalk-

ers, Janice stands 

behind her licensed 

and bonded busi-

ness that offers 

the care your pet 

needs; be it TLC, 

exercise, meds 

administered—

whatever. Caregivers are trained in pet CPR as 

well. This writer can vouch for the fact that the 

company can match the perfect sitter with your 

pet any day or night of the week. Great people 

you can trust. Available from 6 a.m. until 9 p,m., 

the office phone also accepts and relays text 

messages. (303-692-1140)

Eccentricity

Finally, fashionistas know Cherry Creek is the 

place to shop for the unusual and the original. 

Thirty-year veteran of the retail  fashion scene, 

Gayle Larrance 

at Eccentricity,                      

290 Fillmore,                     

(303-388-8877), 

can offer you great 

clothes, personal 

accessories, home 

decor and more. 

Gayle’s golden 

retriever Riley 

welcomes each and 

every visitor personally, and might just cement 

the bond with a lick. Be sure 

to drop in and enjoy Eccen-

tricity’s remarkable collec-

tion, plus the neighborhood’s 

friendliest canine!

Excellent providers are just a short trot in any direction, 
some even offering tail-wagging greeters. 

Photo compliments of Chuck and Don’s

Riley welcomes each and every 
visitor personally

Chewy was the name of Julie’s 
beloved Golden Retriever.
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beloved Golden Retriever.
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CELEBRATES 40 YEARS

What started as a love of exotic travel for 
Paul Ramsey and his then wife Carolyn 
Shaver, has evolved into one of the longest-
standing and most successful businesses in 
Cherry Creek North.

In 1975, Ramsey and Shaver traveled to 
Afghanistan, purchased a few antique rugs 
and sold them to friends. The next year, 
they purchased a few more rugs, unique 
collectibles and the store was born. Ramsey 
and Shaver divorced many years later, but 
continued to run the business together. 
When Shaver retired in 1999, Liz Vehko 
joined Ramsey as his business partner.

The store opened in 1976 in a small 600 
square foot showroom. Today, with over 
5,000 square feet, Shaver-Ramsey has 
become a destination gallery displaying 
many of the finest hand woven rugs and art 
from countries including Turkey, Nepal, 
Pakistan, India, Iran and Afghanistan.

With a forty-year history, the store has 
served Presidents, Governors and even the 
Pope. Some of Ramsey and Vehko’s more 
memorable experiences include loaning 
a rug for the Pope’s visit to Denver in 
1993, which the Diocese later purchased; 
decorating the Governor’s mansion with 
rugs for the Denver Summit of the Eight 
hosted by former Governor Roy Romer 
and President Bill Clinton; working with a 
local hotel designer to design and custom 
color 60 rugs in one afternoon; and one 
Herculean effort of delivering 30 custom 
hand woven rugs from Nepal within 20 
weeks.

What has also set Shaver-Ramsey apart 
from many of the area businesses is 

its eagerness to be involved with the 
community. “At least once out of every 10 
days, we host an event at the store,” says 
Paul Ramsey. “It is a joy for us to be so 
engaged,” he added.

The Gallery is the home base for the 
Cherry Creek Theater Company and has 
hosted events for Central City Opera, 
Bromwell School, Asian Performing Arts, 
Parasol Arts Latin Dance Troupe and more. 

“Its nearly impossible to put into words 
how generous Shaver-Ramsey has been 
to our group,” said Mark Rossman, co-
founder and board chair of the Cherry 
Creek Theater. Since we first approached 
them six years ago, the answer has always 
been ‘yes’ and they will not take a penny,” 
he continued. “There is no other business, 
retailer or developer that is as community-
oriented and generous as Shaver-Ramsey. 
This is what community is all about and 
they get it,” he added.

Gregg Rippey, a long time Bromwell 
Elementary School parent echoes 
Rossman’s remarks: “Few members of the 
community have been more supportive 

Cherry Creek Landmark

for more years than the folks at Shaver-
Ramsey,” said Rippey. “They have been 
frequent sponsors of the school’s annual 
fundraising auction, and they have 
opened their doors year after year to host 
the yearly parents’ holiday party,” he 
added.

“It’s been like a magic carpet ride for 
us”, added Ramsey, “and we’re looking 
forward to being part of the community 
for years to come.”

Shaver-Ramsey is located at 2414 E. 
Third Avenue, Denver, Colorado 80206 
and for more information, visit their 
website at www.shaverramsey.com.

by Denise Gliwa
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